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Sir: 

Applicants wish to make of record WO 99/022860, which has been cited in an opposition 
proceeding involving the European equivalent of the captioned application. Since the reference was 
published after the priority date of the present application, it is believed that it is not properly prior 
art. However, in an abundance of caution Applicants wish to cite the reference. 

Additionally, in the pending European opposition, DE 1 1 56772 has been cited. There is no 

English equivalent of the reference but it is discussed in the application on Page 2, 11 22-27. As can 

be seen from the cited lines of the application, while the aluminum content of the lattice-layer silicate 
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is reduced using hydrochloric acid, even after repeated washings with hydrochloric acid, the carrier 
still shows the presence of approximately lto 2% by weight aluminum, making it far outside the 
range of Applicants 5 claimed aluminum content, i.e., less than about 0.3 weight percent. Further, 
DE 1 156772 was cited in the International Search Report as being an "A" reference. 
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37 CFR 1.97(b) 

The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing 
of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1 .53(d); within 
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an international 
application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 



37 CFR 1.97(c) 

2. □ The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37 
CFR 1 .97(b), provided that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of: 

□ the statement specified in 37 CFR 1 .97(e); 

OR 

□ the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p). 
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Payment of Fee 
(Only complete if Applicant elects to pay the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p)) 



El A check in the amount of $180.00 is attached. 
E3 The Assistant Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 02-4345 
as described below. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

□ Charge the amount of 

IS Credit any overpayment. 

E9 Charge any additional fee required. 

Certificate of Transmission by Facsimile* Certificate of Mailing by First Class Mail 



°0 
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